
CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Minutes of the A.G.M. 

Held at the Norman Dawson Pavilion Blakedown
15th May 2017

Attendees
The meeting commenced with a total of 37 members and guests present including the 

committee. 

Apologies
Neil and Jill Rowlinson

Introduction
Jim Long Vice chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees.  He then 

introduced the retiring committee. 

Minutes of previous meeting 18th May 2015
The minutes of the AGM meeting previously held on 16th May 2016 were adopted as a true 

record of the meeting and were proposed by Martin Hobson and seconded by Mike Pitt.

Matters Arising
Jim Long reported that it had been agreed by the committee that to cover the ever 

increasing costs of speakers it would be necessary to increase the entrance fee for members 
from £1 to £2. 

Sue Fowler suggested that if there was a shortage of funds maybe there should be a 
charge for the raffle tickets.  Jim Long said that this had been discussed by the committee 
along with the possible charge for refreshments and these options needed to be discussed 
further by the committee

Martin Hobson asked about the Signal Box and the present situation with the Villages Trust 
and the Historical Society.  Gordon Stevens, Chairman, answered that he could not answer for 
the Villages Trust as he was not a part of it but that the agreement between the Historical 
Society and the Trust was now in place and that the Signal Box was open for use and hire.  He 
also said that if anyone wished to hire the Signal Box then he was happy to take bookings.

The Historical Society would not have any financial responsibility and would be allowed free
of charge to have use of the facility in exchange for looking after it.  All funds from the hire of 
the Signal Box and any donations would go to the Villages Trust to help with the up keep.

Chairman’s Report.
Gordon Stevens, the Chairman report was distributed and is as follows  : -

2016-17 has been another successful year for the Historical Society our speakers evenings 
have become widely popular with increases in attendance throughout the year.

However we seem to be jinxed with our May speakers as for the second consecutive year our 
published speaker has fallen ill just before the meeting date. Thanks to Sue Fowler who stood 
in for 2016 and to Robin Skerratt who has kindly stood in for his wife in 2017.

We have a full schedule of speakers for the remaining months of this year and we will continue 
to source interesting speakers as we proceed.
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We have started to conduct committee meetings in the signal box. The meetings have, without 
exception, been well attended and only very occasionally transgressed over the 2 hour mark in 
duration.

Plans are afoot to run a ‘cyber cafe’ from the signal box starting in June this year, hopefully 
twice a week. This will be open to all villagers and we will inform members and villagers when 
this is due to begin with opening days and times. This will give us the opportunity to do 
historical research at research meetings and also enable villagers to access the web for their 
own research, government web sites etc.

We applied to Wyre Forest Community Housing for funding and they are very kindly both 
supporting us with the installation of high speed broadband and supplying us with two laptops 
for this project. It is planned that computer courses may well be run from this facility.

We will continue to open the signal box on weekends and when vintage trains both steam and 
diesel are passing through the station, these openings will be publicised throughout the 
villages.

Our funding balance hit the £1000.00 mark during 2017 and remains reasonably healthy as we
go in to the New Year.

A big thank you to our committee of Jim Long vice chairman, Irene Pitt secretary. Dave 
Bridgwater Treasurer, Val Wood event’s organiser, Neil Rowlinson honorary archivist, Martin 
Hobson and Chris Lindley.

Regretfully Irene Pitt is not standing for secretary for the coming year and I and the rest of the 
committee would like to extend our profound thanks to Irene for her commitment to bringing the
society into a better organised entity and her unfailing enthusiasm.

Research is currently ongoing about watercourses in the villages. Further subjects will be 
added during the coming year. 

This concluded the Chairman’s report

Treasurers Report
Dave Bridgwater, Treasurer, reported that the society’s finances were in a healthy condition 

after a donation of £500 made by Stephen Clee and a payment for the annual cost of 
Broadband in the Signal Box of £193.87 from Community Housing.
 The Opening Balance for the year was £350 with expenditure for the year for Speakers fees 
£195.75, Sports Pavilion hire £90 and miscellaneous expenditure £78.50 i.e. stationary, 
refreshments etc. with the income from members fees this resulted in an end of year ballance 
of £910.

A projector screen, a projector and a 10” tablet have been donated by Wyre Forest 
Community Housing with 2 laptops promised in June.  

The number of members stood at 45 including16 still to pay their fees for 2017/2018.
There were 37 attendees for the meeting and this was the most ever recorded in one 

evening.
This concluded the Treasurers report



Event’s Organisers Report
 Val Wood reported that it had been a very successful year with many interesting speakers.

She asked that as she had many speakers she would like to invite to give talks the Historical 
Society would it be possible to increase the number of speaker’s evenings by having an extra 
one at the beginning and end of the year.  

Val Wood also spoke about Max Hunt a speaker who would give a talk on Herbert Austin 
and the Austin Motor Company.  With all the speakers evenings accounted for in 2017 the first 
evening she could offer him was March 2018 and this she felt was too far ahead for such an 
interesting talk and would try to re-organise so that he could be invited along on an earlier date 
perhaps in October.

Val also reported that Max Hunt was involved with the restoration of Shelsley Water Mill and
would try to organise a trip for anyone interested to visit the Mill.

This concluded the Event Organisers report.

Election of Officers and Committee
The following nominations had been received and were duly elected for 2017/2018
Chairman – Gordon Stevens - proposed Jan Johns and seconder Liz Horne
Vice Chairman- Jim Long - proposed Chris Linley and seconder Martin Hobson
Secretary-  No nominations
Treasurer-Dave Bridgwater - proposed Sandra Brewer seconder Liz Horne
Event’s Organiser- Val Wood - proposed Mike Pitt seconder Rex Mather.
Honorary Archivists Neil Rowlinson and Jill Rowlinson - proposed Jan Johns and seconded 
Jim Long
3 additional Committee members were nominated Chris Lindley, Martin Hobson and Liz 
Horne these were proposed by Dave Bridgwater and seconded by Gordon Stevens.
This concluded the election of officers and committee for 2017/2018

Any Other Business
None

Jim Long then closed the meeting by thanking everyone for coming and inviting them to 
enjoy the refreshments after a talk given by Robin Skerratt on his life as a boy in Wychbold.

Signed ___G. Stevens________________________

Date __19  th   May 2017______________________


